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Norfolk State University

Proposal for Honors Credit for a Customized Honors Course Rev. 07/2021
INSTRUCTIONS: This form must be typed and handed into the Robert C. Nusbaum Honors College Office (BHM 236) BEFORE CLASSES BEGIN for the semester in which the Customized Course will take place. Applications handed in after this date cannot be considered. Students are strongly advised to consult with the Honors College Dean on a draft version of the form well before this final deadline. When classes begin, it will be too late to make revisions. On that date, the form must already have been signed by the instructor and department head, and it must be accompanied by the following items: 

1) Syllabus for the non-honors version of the course the student wishes to customize.

2) Syllabus for the proposed Honors version of the course with the additions highlighted in color. These additions should conform to the sheet entitled “Characteristics of an Honors Course” (see pp. 3-4 of this document). 
3)  Course Section Update signed by the head of the department offering the customized course. The new customized course should bear the same course number as the regular course but be followed by an “H” suffix.  The honors course section number should be 01. 

Student’s Name_________________________________________
ID number__________________________

Semester and academic year in which the Customized Course will take place ___________________________
Date when student completed GST 345 H or GST 445 H (Note: Only students who have completed one of these courses with a grade of “C” or higher are eligible to request customized honors courses.)  _________________

I. General Information

A. Course Number and Title: ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________       
 

    
B.  
Hours: __ 
Credits: __

    
C.  
Catalog Description of Regular Course:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________________________
    
D.  
Professor(s) Responsible: ________________________________________________________

II. Overview

A. Statement of Regular (Non-Honors) Course Objectives taken from syllabus:_________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Statement of Honors Course Objectives (if substantially different):________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

C.  
Additional Specific Requirements for the Honors Course. PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE REQUIREMENTS MUST BE MEASURABLE. For papers, please give the length in pages (typed and double-spaced). We suggest at least 15 pages of extra writing assignments. For presentations, please give the length and medium of the presentation. (N.B.: This is the material that should appear highlighted in color on the proposed Honors syllabus being submitted.) Please place the Honors College logo on the top of any Honors syllabus. (It may be cut and pasted from this form.) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

D. 
Grading System for the Customized Honors Course (attach if necessary):

III. Actions

Course Instructor: _____Approve _____Disapprove




Date______________

         _________________________________________

Signature

Departmental Chairperson: _____Approve _____Disapprove


Date______________

        _________________________________________

Signature

Honors Dean: _____Approve _____Disapprove




Date______________

        _________________________________________

Signature 

School or College Dean: _____________Approve ______Disapprove

Date______________



       __________________________________________






Signature

Characteristics of an Honors Course

Designers of Honors syllabi should strive to give their courses the following common characteristics:

· We suggest at least three readings of pertinent core texts (to be determined by the department and instructor) beyond the usual textbook or other regular course readings. NOTE:  A text can be any length and any genre, and it can originate from any time period (including the present). Texts might also include films, paintings, seminal articles from journals, classic experiments, important case studies, great musical compositions, etc. 

· We suggest at least one additional reading assignment (beyond the three core texts above) in the history of the discipline or history of ideas.

· We suggest at least four assignments (with a written or oral deliverable) that require CREW-related skills. CREW=Close Reading for Effective Writing. (See QEP materials.) 

· We suggest students write at least two essays per course (free of significant errors) beyond the writing requirement already in place for the regular course. These two essays may be included in the QEP assignment total. This writing might be in the form of lab reports or problem sets for science or math courses.

· We suggest students do and present (as appropriate) research in the pertinent discipline(s). Students should be literate in information technology, i.e., the proper methodology for doing advanced library and internet-based research.

· We suggest an experiential, relevant, co-curricular component that is academically significant and coordinated with Honors College (including DNIMAS) programming. This may include service learning or civic engagement activities.

· We suggest the infusion of technology that is appropriate, state-of-the-art and well understood by faculty and students into Honors courses across the disciplines.

· We suggest that discussion of the scientific method, paradigm shifts, and the role of science in public life be incorporated into Honors courses across the disciplines.

· We suggest that Honors courses emphasize interdisciplinary perspectives whenever possible.

· We suggest that Honors courses be attractive to students and academically rigorous.
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