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INFORMATION ABOUT FILING INCOME TAX RETURNS FOR INTERNATIONALS

Revised 7/2021
Reference:  IRS Publication 519, U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens

         http://www.irs.gov/formspubs/index.html
1. F-1 and J-1 students are usually classified by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as Non-Resident Aliens (NRAs) for their first five years in the U.S.  The sixth year, they are considered “Resident Aliens” (RAs) by IRS, for tax purposes only.  This “Resident Alien” distinction has absolutely nothing to do with immigration status.

2. Resident Aliens (RAs) are generally taxed in the same way as U.S. citizens, and should complete Form 1040.  Once you become a resident alien (for tax purposes only) you will need to file your taxes differently.  You may need to follow the “Dual Status” instructions in Publication 519 when filing your taxes.
3. Nonresident Aliens (NRAs) should file a Form 1040NR or 1040NR-EZ and 8843. 
4. Three kinds of taxes:
a.  FICA and FMED = social security taxes
i.  NRAs are exempt from this tax for work both on and off campus 

(including Optional Practical Training)
ii.  F-1 and J-1 students are usually exempt for the first five years in the

U.S.:  Pub. 519, p. 42.
iii.  Resident Aliens for tax purposes are not exempt.  7.65% is withheld from your paycheck.

b.  Federal Income Tax (FIT) – This is the federal income tax that NSU is required to withhold on all earnings that are not exempt under a tax treaty.  Different rules apply to NRA’s than for RA’s.

c.  State Income Tax (SIT) – Virginia follows federal regulations.

      5.   NRA Tax Forms

a.  1042S Form, Foreign Person’s U.S. Source Income Subject to Withholding: 

You should receive this form if you had any of the following types of income:

i. Wages exempt from tax under a U.S. tax treaty 

**NSU withholds taxes regardless of tax treaty.  Refund is issued by state and Federal government when taxes are filed and/or

ii. TAXABLE scholarship, fellowship, or stipend.  

**The laws changed January 1, 2001 and for 2001 only TAXABLE SCHOLARSHIPS must be reported.  Taxable scholarships include room, board, cash, and other amounts paid in excess of tuition and fees.

b. W-2 Form, Wage and Tax Statement:  You will receive this form for wages 

earned that were not exempt under a tax treaty.

c.  Form 1099- This form is issued by your bank to report interest earned for the year.

6.  If you have not received your 1042S or W-2 forms by February 15, please visit the NSU Payroll Office to request     a reissued statement. 

7.  Filing your NRA Tax Return

a.  The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) requires all U.S. citizens, resident aliens, and NRA’s to file a tax return each year, usually by April 15th. 

b.  Use all of your 1042-S and W-2 forms when completing your United States Federal Income Tax Return. 

c.  If you have no income, you must still file form 8843. 

* This also applies to F-2 and J-2 visa holders.

d.  A separate Virginia Tax Return should be filed by May 1.

8.  Resources available in preparing your NRA tax return:

a.  To research and learn the IRS tax law, you may use the IRS web site:

http://www.irs.gov
b.  On this web site, you can download forms, instructions, and publications:

http://www.irs.gov/formspubs/index.html
Some of the forms and publications you may want to download include:

· Form 1040NR or 1040 NR-EZ, and Form 8843

· 2003 Instructions for Form 1040 NR or 1040 NR-EZ

· Publication 519, U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens

· Publication 520, Scholarships and Fellowships
9.  For Virginia taxes, you may use the web site: https://tax.virginia.gov   

You may also go to the Commissioner of the Revenue’s office in Norfolk for help in completing your Virginia tax return.  Take a copy of your federal tax return with you.  There is no cost.

10.  Where to go to get more help: 

a. IRS tax regulations are quite complex.  University staff people are not trained 

to advise you and cannot assist in your tax return preparation.  Please do not come to the International Student Services with your tax questions! 

b. Many people pay a Certified Public Accountant or use a Tax Return Preparation service to complete their tax   return. A fee is charged for this service.

c. You can call the IRS help line at 267-941-1000.

11.   Before you mail your return:


* Be sure to sign and date your return


*Attach a copy of your W-2 and or 1042-S forms


* Keep a copy for your records

12.  Address changes:

Whenever you change your address, be sure to update your information with the University Registrar, Payroll, and the International Student Services, James A Bowser Building, Suite 121.
