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Introduction 

How do you prepare 

to write an essay?

In this workshop 

session, you will 

practice various 

brainstorming and 

pre-writing 

strategies.



Brainstorming

What are some problems most 
people experience when having 
to write a paper for a college 
course?

List as many as you can think of. 
There are no bad ideas. 



You just listed the ideas that came to you which related to the prompt.

Next, group those ideas into categories. What categories can we create 

from your list?

These categories become your body paragraphs. Develop your thesis 

statement using these categories. Avoid writing a list of points in your 

thesis statement. 

Method One: Listing



Method Two: Mapping

Preparing to write a paper can 

be a daunting task; however, a 

student writer can establish her 

own process for planning a 

paper.

Gather ideas/ 

information

Read 

articles

Talk to 

people

Write down 

ideas

Free-write

Listing 

ideas

Methods for 

organizing 

ideas

Create an 

outline

Go to the 

Writing 

Center

experts
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Typical Outline

I. Introduction

Thesis: 

II. Gathering ideas

A. Talk to people

1. Experts

2. example

B. Read articles

III. Write down ideas

A. Free-write

1. example

B. Listing ideas 

IV. Methods for….

A. Create outline

1. example

V. Conclusion

experts



Gives context of the 

subject/topic and discusses 

the purpose of your writing.

For each body paragraph, 

briefly describe what you 

will discuss and how it 

connects to your thesis.

Needs to state why what 

you said is significant and 

what the audience can take 

away from your essay. 
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Brainstorming
Method Three:  Free-write

Just start writing everything that comes to mind regarding 

the topic, including material you are sure you will throw 

out. 

Give yourself 10 minutes ONLY.

Add to the list as ideas continue to come to mind. 

Circle items/points that are relevant or 

could be used to develop a THESIS

Cross out points that are NOT relevant



Imagine your instructor gives 
you the following prompt:

Black Lives Matter began as a 
social media movement in 
2013. Discuss your thoughts 
about how social media has 
helped BLM develop, organize, 
and pursue its aims.



To approach free-writing…

How about….

1. Ask deep question(s)
Go in-depth with your question. Avoid basic questions such as 
What does BLM mean?

2. Draw a conclusion 
Read between the lines or look underneath; a conclusion is based 
on hints and clues

3. Form an opinion 
This has a persuasive nature; has to be arguable or have an 
opposing side



Continuing…

1. Ask a deep question
How will the BLM and social media impact political
history in the long run?

2. Draw a conclusion
BLM’s decentralized social media presence allows it to 
quickly mobilize in support of its platform.

3. Form an opinion
In time, BLM will make real and progressive 
changes in the lives of marginalized people.



Your turn

Black Lives Matter 
began as a social media 
movement in 2013. 
Discuss your thoughts 
about how social media 
has helped BLM 
develop, organize, and 
pursue its aims.

Use a brainstorming 

strategy for your 
assigned task:

1. Ask a deep question

2. Draw a conclusion

3. Form an opinion



Planning
Another Method: Reverse Outline

You can also create a reverse outline,

which means that you create an outline 
from your first draft. 

Write the first draft, but accept that this is 
not your finest draft. 



Planning
Another Method: Reverse Outline

Then, read through your draft and 

make connections.

Recognize the ideas in your draft 

may not flow in an effective 

sequence, and be willing to make 

the necessary changes to improve 

your draft.



In the left margin, 

identify the topic of 

each paragraph.

In the right margin, note the 

main/minor details and  

summarize briefly.

P2 Introduces business 
models

P3 Advantages & 
drawbacks of Model 1

P4 Introduces 2nd model 
with advantages & 
disadvantages

P5 Hybrid models

P2 Only intros 1st model; who & 
where it was proposed

P3 High $ for both authors and 
journals, but advantage is for 
readers

P4 No cost to authors but 
readers pay; possible 
cancellations

P5 Strike a balance for full & fair 
access to scientific lit.

• Do the margins connect? 
• Are they related? 
• What is missing? 
• Are topics out of sequence?



Review
It is OK if you find yourself jumping 

back and forth among these various 

strategies.

It is your process. You got this!


