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Norfolk State University Service-learning and Civic Engagement PRoGRAM Awarded $1,000 to LEAD a 

SERVICE-LEARNING campaign 

State Farm®, YSA support youth-led initiatives in Norfolk, Va. that culminate on Global Youth Service Day

Norfolk, Virginia– January 11, 2011 – Dr. AMELIA ROSS-HAMMOND, DIRECTOR, NSU SERVICE-LEARNING AND cIVIC Program received a $1,000 award to launch a service-learning project that addresses Learning, Reading & Succeeding through Mentoring and Tutoring. Funded by State Farm and allocated by YSA (Youth Service America), the project launched on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, January 17, honoring Dr. King’s call for social justice.  The project will culminate on Global Youth Service Day, April 15-17, an international service event celebrating the contributions of children and youth.
Norfolk State University’s  (NSU)  Service-Learning and Civic Engagement in partnership with two Norfolk Public Schools (NPS); Lindenwood Elementary , and Booker T. Washington High School and one community partner; Steps- 2- Success, will conduct a leadership, literacy and mentoring program.  The NSU Spartan Service-Learners will engage the children and adolescents on two levels:
 1) Students are reading, and journaling along with Lindenwood Elementary honor 4th and 5th grade students to prepare for the Battle of the Books city-wide reading competition. NSU students travel twice weekly, to Lindenwood Elementary and work with the children during their lunchtime, from 1:00p.m.-1:30 p.m.  Discussion center around learning about the characters, and using such strategies as “visualizing “ which makes the readers make “ pictures “ in their minds based on what they are reading. The images go on in the mind of the reader through the words and pictures seen in the text. These images are unique to each reader and help them truly understand and follow what they are reading. The Children will be reading a total of 8 books per grade level.  In alignment with the project, the Director and several students will also participate in the School’s America Read-In Day, and join other local civic leaders in reading to entire Classes.  The NSU Spartan Service-learners played a major role in designing and leading teach week’s activity. The Lindenwood elementary students look forward to this interaction and it serves as a motivational tool to keep abreast of their reading assignments. Their conversation center around include understanding children in poverty, and homelessness. 

2) Engage 20 students from Booker T. Washington High School in collaboration with Steps-2-Success, Inc. in a Science, Technology, and Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) literacy education program. 12 NSU Spartan Service-learners worked each day with the High school students, who came to campus for this activity. Students shared the process of planning and implementing a service project, social and civic responsibility and teamwork. The Booker T. Washington students sponsored a “Clothing Drive entitled “Jeans for Teens” which successfully collected over 200 pairs of jeans. The students will also participate in a special Global Hunger project during the week of YSA Global Youth Service Day, (April15-17, 2011). The project involves an Interdisciplinary Campus-wide collaboration to design and plant garden in the yard of the University’s Early Childhood Development Center. The project which is being students led, assisted by the Community of Inquiry, Service-Learning team, will focus on solutions and Sustainability initiatives to alleviate Global Hunger.
