Conference Schedule

Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel

February 22

3-4:30 pm

Montpelier Room (Fourth Floor)
A.  Seminal Perspectives from Within the Veil  

Annie Perkins (Norfolk State University), Moderator
Teresa Holden (Greenville College), “Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin and Mary Church Terrell: Women Who
 Influenced the Washington vs. DuBois Debate”

Donald Taylor (Columbia University), “Booker T. Washington versus W.E.B. DuBois: Modern Ramifications”

Christiane Warren (Bergen Community College), “Freedom Through Christ—Anna Julia Cooper’s 

Christology Aimed at Achieving Liberation and Empowerment for African Americans”

Riverview Room (Fourth Floor)
B.  Literary Interpretations of the Dilemma  

Roseann Runte (Old Dominion University), Moderator

Cathy Waegner (University of Siegen, Germany), “Voicing Virginia’s ‘Naturals’?: Alterity and the Old-World 

Reception of Malick’s The New World”

Page Laws (Norfolk State University), Post and Neo-Colonial Pocahontas(es): Terrence Malick’s Updated       
            Myth of La Belle Sauvage”

Natalia Vysotska (Kiev National Linguistics University), “’They Just Gunned Him Down Uhgain’: Suzan-Lori 

Parks’ The America Play as an African American Comment on U.S. Democratic History”

Eppington Room (Fourth Floor)

C.  Early Struggles for Empowerment  

Rudolph Wilson (Norfolk State University), (Moderator)

Rodney Roberts (East Carolina University), “40 Acres and a Mule: Black Folk and the Right to the 

Rectification of Injustice”

Khalilah Brown-Dean (Yale University), “Lessons from the Past, Prospects for the Future: African 

Americans’ Continuing Quest for Full Voting Rights in the United States”

Bruce Baker (University of London), “Reconstruction’s Legacy, Disfranchisement, and the Struggle for Voting 

Rights”

Brandon B-A (Fourth Floor)
African American Health Care:  Biology or Bias
Joseph Hall (Norfolk State University), Moderator
Mark East (Cardiologist, Cardiology and Arrhythmia Consultants of Norfolk)

February 23

8:30-10:00 am

Montpelier Room (Fourth Floor)
A.  Discrimination in Time and Place:  Case Studies  

Bismarck Myrick (Old Dominion University), Moderator
Carol Gibson (Ohio State University), “A Matter of Identity: Enslaved Children and Civil Rights in Early 

America”

Larissa Smith (Longwood College), “’The Battle for Civil Rights is On’: Challenging Segregation in Virginia 

in the Late 1940s”

Kimberley Mangun (University of Utah), “Oregon Was a Klan State”
Riverview Room (Fourth Floor)
B. Voices of Resistance, Voices of Terror    
Tommy Bogger (Norfolk State University), Moderator

Brent Morris (Cornell University), “A Concentrated Diversity: The Maroons of the Great Dismal Swamp, 

1619 to 1860”

J.R. Kerr-Ritchie (Howard University), “’Their Hoped For Liberty’: Slaves During Bacon’s Rebellion and the 


War of Independence
in Virginia”
Carol Pretlow (Norfolk State University), “African American Perspectives: National Security in a Post 9/11 

World”

Eppington Room (Fourth Floor)

C.  Social Policy and Access to Democracy  
Charles Whitehurst (former Councilman, City of Portsmouth), Moderator

Stephen Pimpare (Yeshiva University), “The African American Welfare State: State Power and Poor Relief 

from the Slave Economy to the Welfare Queen and the Prisoner”

Colita Fairfax (Norfolk State University), “Social Policies that Impacted African People in Colonial Virginia”

Christina Proenza-Coles (Virginia State University), “The Right to One’s Relatives: The Conventions and 

Consequences of Denying Paternity for Mixed-Race Children in Colonial and Antebellum Virginia” 

Greenway Room (Fourth Floor)

D. The Struggle for Education and the Vote in Tidewater Virginia  

Ervin Jordan (University of Virginia), Moderator

Charles Ford (Norfolk State University), “The Gathering Storm in Norfolk: The Failure of Local Moderation, 

1954-1959”
Jeff Littlejohn (Sam Houston State University), “’By the Hundreds’: The Fight for Public School Integration in 

Norfolk, 1959-1971.”

Shayla Nunnally (University of Connecticut), “Advantage, Agency, and Unrest: The Quest for Socio-Political 

Capital and Voting Rights among African Americans in Petersburg, Virginia, 1929-1956”

10:00-11:30am

Montpelier Room (Fourth Floor)
A. The Theory and Practice of Race in Early Virginia  
Michael Hucles (Old Dominion University), Moderator

Ervin Jordan (University of Virginia), “Jamestown Shuffle: Foundations of American Racism and Slavery in 

Virginia, 1619-1830” 
Judith King-Calnek (United Nations International School), “A Free Black Family in 19th-Century Virginia”

Carole Troxler (Elon University), “The Fluidity of Racial Status in the Trading Piedmont: Indications from the 

1753 John Scott Case”

Riverview Room (Fourth Floor)

B. Old Ideas, Modern Policies  

Wanda Brockington (Norfolk State University), Moderator

Philip Grant (Pace University), “Congress and the Poll Tax Issue, 1941-1950”

Darlene Gordon (Depaul University), “Why Blacks Opposed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Chicago, 1966-

1967”

Eppington Room (Fourth Floor)
C. Theorizing the Black Experience
Maria Cuevas, (Norfolk State University), Moderator

Annie Perkins (Norfolk State University), “Artistic Expressions of American Democracy from Minority 

Perspectives”

D.K ‘Seneca’ Bock, (Norfolk State University), “Building a Democracy: Understanding the Black Church 

Phenomenon in the U. S. Democratization Process”

Louis Gallien (Regent University), “Character Development in African American Communities: A Counter-

Narrative Approach”

Greenway Room (Fourth Floor)

D.  From Jamestown to the Present:  Perspectives on the Status of Blacks
Robert Watson (Hampton University), Moderator
Camelia Okpodu (Norfolk State University), “The Ecology of Jamestown - Origin of Environmental Injustice

in America”
Tanya Mears (Norfolk State University), “A Study of the Process of Legislating African-Descended Identity in

Early Virginia and Massachusetts Bay Colonies”

Eva Baham (Southern University, Baton Rouge), “Laying the Foundation for the Next 400 Years: Lessons 

Learned and Plan of Action”
Brandon B-A (Fourth Floor)

E. Voting Rights:  Are Voting Rights Being Purged? 
Lee Bouvier (Old Dominion University), Moderator

Jon Greenbaum (Director, Voting Rights Project, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law) 
Rudolph Wilson (Norfolk State University), “Progress and Stagnation: A Comprehensive Profile of African 

Americans in the American South, 1950-2000”
1:30-3:00 pm
Riverview Room (Fourth Floor)
A. Gone West, But Still Black:  Experiences Outside the South  
Jeff Littlejohn (Sam Houston State University), Moderator

Todd Arrington (National Park Service), “’Let us join the brotherhood of man:’ African Americans, the 

Homestead Act, and the Post-Civil War Exodus to Kansas”

Brent Campney (Emory University), From ‘Industrious Citizen’ to ‘Black-Hearted Fiend:’ Representations of 

Black Victims of Racial Violence in the Republican Press in Kansas, 1865-1914”

Kalenda Eaton (University of Nebraska), “Soul of a Nation: The American West, Political Leadership, and 

African American Autonomy in Sutton Griggs’ Imperium in Imperio (1899)”

Eppington Room (Fourth Floor)
B. Kindred Experiences:  Views from Other Groups  

Olusoji Akomolafe (Norfolk State University), Moderator

Hannah Kim (University of Delaware), “Immigration and Race in American Culture”
Prudence Layne (Elon University), A Musical and Literary Journey from Martin’s ‘Mountaintop’ to Mandela’s

‘Tabletop’:  Will We Every Realize the Dream?
Caroline Emmons (Hampden-Sydney College), “The Next Civil Rights Movement?  A Comparison of the 

African American and Roma Freedom Struggles”

Greenway Room (Fourth Floor)

C. Preserving Architectural Landmarks in African American Communities 

___________________, (Moderator)

Robert Jenkins (Hampton Roads Ventures), “Honoring the Past and Building Our Future”

Delphine Carnes

Brian Wishneff

Brandon B-A (Fourth Floor)

E. Race Relations in South African Cape Society, 1658-1850

___________________, (Moderator)
Lyndsey Duff (University of Johannesburg) “Formation of Identity among Early Cape Slaves, 1660s to 1800”

Lola Okunlola (University of Johannesburg)
PAGE  
2

