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NSU’s New Program Sends Students Around the World
By Jaedda Armstrong and Jasmine McKeiver 4-10-07  
Arlene Maclin, an engineering professor at Norfolk State University, wants more NSU students to know about the National Security Certificate Program that started this semester. The certificate program offers language and cultural classes in Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and there is a proposal being submitted so Islamic classes can be offered. The program is worth 18 credits, open to all majors, offered for non-degree seeking students and can be earned to compliment a students’ degree. “This certificate program can enrich a students academic experience,” Maclin said. “It will broaden job opportunities, and increase awareness in other countries and emerge in international affairs.” 

Maclin formally worked at the Central Intelligence Agency for about 20 years. Over the years, she has maintained in contact with various individuals for the company. She eventually invited the staff to NSU, and made a proposal to hold the certificate program at NSU. In 2005, NSU was selected to participate in the program which officially started with the spring 2007 semester. “This program will move NSU from a regional university to giving us national attention,” said Maclin. 

In incentive to the program is the International Travel program where students get the chance to travel to countries that primarily speak the languages that they are studying in the classroom. Students who are enrolled in the certificate program must write an essay to be eligible for this program. On May 13 students will be traveling to Morocco for three weeks where they will do six hours of Arabic study and tour the country. Arabic I, II and Chinese will be offered next semester in fall 2007. They will not be listed in the schedule book, but anyone interested should contact Arlene Maclin in the Department of Science and Technology. 

The participating programs that are involved with the National Security Certificate Program include the Dozoretz National Institute for Mathematics and Applied Sciences (DNIMAS), the department of engineering, the NSU Honors Program, and the Interdisciplinary Studies program. The focus of the program is the IC-CAE Video Tele-training room located in the Robinson Technology building, room 127. There is another satellite room that is located in Brown Memorial Hall in room B126. The room in the technology building is an interactive room that is equipped with microphones and speakers installed in the ceiling, a world map, two large screens that can be used for lectures and the internet, and two voice sensors which are cameras that follow whoever is speaking. 

Michael Hester, an NSU sophomore optical engineering major who is currently one of the first students to take Arabic, feels that the tele-training room is a great place for interacting globally. “The room is an interactive room to focus on the enrichment of education. The cameras allow you to connect to other people,” said Hester. “The program is geared to science and technology. It enables students to communicate globally.” 

The Intelligence Community program receives $500 thousand a year and so far, has received $2 million over the life span of the program. 

The grand opening and kick-off for the program occurred on April 10, 2007 in the Robinson Technology Building. Representatives from NSU, the Central Intelligence Agency, Northrop Grumman, and many other companies and business were all in attendance to celebrate with NSU for this accomplishment. Lenora Peter-Gant, director of the IC-CAE program from the office of director of National intelligence, feels that the final destination of this program will be jobs and careers in one of the 16 tele-communications agencies. “It truly is a dream come true,” said Peter-Gant. “The Intelligence Community will do everything it can to support Norfolk State University in its endeavor.” 

