Minutes

Graduate Student Council Meeting
October 7, 2005- 6:00 pm

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: Charisse Gilbreath, Rashida Hutson, Fitzroy Delacoudray, Christopher Andrews, Javarro Russell, Linton Russell, Jennifer Jenkins

The President called the meeting to order at 6:10pm.

Officer’s Report

The Secretary distributed meeting minutes from 9/9/05 for those students whom had not received through email.  A motion was moved to approve 9/9/05 meeting minutes as is.  Motion favored by all.

The Treasurer reported a total of $129.00 was spent for Tailgate Party, leaving $168.83.  On 9/28/05 a budget of $6,000 was approved (per semester).  Of that money - $500 was suggested for shuttle bus services.  This also includes expenses for GSA luncheon, Las Vegas trip, GSA Social Event, t-shirts, and business cards.

The External Vice President attended the homecoming committee meeting.  It was established that during homecoming week the following activities will take place:  Tues – Barn Fire and Car Bashing, Wed – Concert (artist to be announced), Thurs. – Comedy Show, and Fri. – Step Show.  The homecoming committee needs support from GSA for the parade and to post flyers.
There will also be a Muslim representative to speak about a Million More Movement (women and children are welcome); a bus trip to DC is available for the event, and the cost will be $48 round trip.  There will also be a breakfast, which will include conferences and panel discussions, and a luncheon, which include guest speaker Warren Thomas.  
The Internal Vice President attended the Graduate Council Meeting.  The main topics of discussion were: concerns about an overall decline in enrollment (647 total graduate students enrolled this semester, which is a decrease of 4% from last year), the social work program lost students as well as funding, and a change of continual regulations to 0 credits with a $50 fee for instate tuition.  There was also discussion of implementing a signed student acknowledgement ensuring a 4 year program limitation.  
There is a lack of graduate level research which is resulting in a limited amount of funding.  As a result Virginia receives more money for PhD students.  

President Reports:
Old Business: 

The President announced that a shuttle service survey will be available on line.  The prospective service ready date will be Nov. 2005.

The president mentioned that the clothing drive fundraiser has been decided against because of the Resource Fair Festivities on 10/8/05.  

There are currently 19 Katrina victims who are being housed on campus.  These students are in need of clothing and school supplies.  Information on their clothing sizes is needed.  President suggested gift cards instead of a clothing drive so that they might be able to choose the clothing they want.  An official Hurricane Katrina fund was started by NSU GSA Historian suggested contributing monies (as a GSA contribution) to a larger entity.  Zenora (GSA member) suggested contacting the financial coordinator (Paul Shelton) for assistance with this issue.  President will contact Mr. Shelton through e-mail.
Volunteers are needed for Resource Fair, Sat 10/8/05.  Graduate students are needed as escorts to provide tours from 2-5:30pm.  Students willing to participate should report to student union building, rm. 200 at 1:30pm for assigned duties.  Students who agreed to participate are:  James Frye, Kenya Pierce, Jennifer Jenkins, Iris Scott, Fitzroy Delcoudery, Charisse Gilbreath, Christopher Andrews, and Javarro Russell.  
An application was submitted for GSA to march in Homecoming parade; students are needed to participate.  Students who agree to participate need to be available at 8:30 am.  There will be a banner display and t-shirts will be provided.  Students willing to participate are: Princess Jesse, Winton Jones, Natasha Sims, Camille Leggett, and Jennifer Jenkins.  Mr. and Mrs. GSA king and queen are also needed (formal wear and special classes are needed for these roles).  Natasha Sims agreed to be queen, and no one volunteered to be king.
Mr. Curtis, Vice President of Student Affairs suggested that several GSA students attend the National Black Graduate Student Association (reasoning for increased budget money approval).  This will be held on 3/15-3/19/2006 and include workshops and networking.  The registration price for attendance will be set at $350, the cost of airfare will be approximately $300.00, and $99/per night for hotel accommodations.  President is interested in raising money, so that more students are able to attend.  Fundraiser ideas and a possible committee will be needed.
New Business:

President mentioned that December graduate applications are due 11/04/05.  There is a fee of $160.

President expressed a need for 2 committees: the first is the annual Graduate Student Luncheon – to acknowledge one student for academic and community achievement, and the second is the annual Casino Night for Graduate Students, a fun night for graduate students, including a d-jay, bar, food, prizes and formal attire.

GSA was invited to Virginia State University for their “Wine and Cheese”; however we are still waiting for further information on the date and location.

Open Discussion

Zenora expressed a need for more assistance with Katrina victims; suggesting a big brother/sister program.  These students are meeting challenges and experiencing difficulties with being away from home.  Students willing to participate are: James Frye, Kenya Pierce, Jennifer Jenkins, Iris Scott, Fitzroy Delcoudery, Christopher Andrews, Natasha Sims and Camille Leggett.

Winton has concerns with GSA not having a publication committee for PhD preparation.  President agreed and suggested that attending the student council meeting would be the best idea to voice such a concern.  The Historian also mentioned that many professors at Norfolk State are over worked (which is common at HBCU’s) and suggested that independently seeking assistance with grants for publication may be an idea.  

Historian mentioned homecoming cabaret at Airport Hilton on 10/29/05.  Tickets are $15 and is being sponsored by Kappa Alpha Phi
There being no further business, motion was proposed, seconded and unanimously passed to close and adjourn the meeting at 6:55pm.

