Minutes

Graduate Student Council Meeting
September 9, 2005- 6:00 pm

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: Charisse Gilbreath, Rashida Hutson, Fitzroy Delacoudray, Christopher Andrews, Javarro Russell, Linton Russell, Jennifer Jenkins,
The President called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm; welcomed and thanked everyone present for attending. She also welcomed and discussed GSA’s mission to new members.  All attendees participated in an ice breaker activity. 

Officer Reports:

There were no formal reports since this was the 1st meeting.  All officers shared their name, position, masters program, duties and experiences since accepting the position.

President Reports:
President spoke of the success of the Tailgate Party, and how new members were gained.  A membership drive was also mentioned at this time.  President announced an open position for graduate student council representative.  Internal Vice President will be attending the next council meeting as representative if no one is elected at this time.

New Business:

There is presently a petition in affect for a shuttle bus service to/from Virginia Beach Higher Learning Center and Norfolk State University.  Andre (member) mentioned that the petition would be more beneficial if there were 75% more students to sign who actually have classes at the Virginia Beach Higher Education Learning Center.  The person to speak with about this issue is Anita Baker.
Fundraisers were mentioned as an idea for increasing funds because of the minimum budget; solidifying an actual budget through the alumni association and/or student activities is key.  Chastity (Immediate Past President) mentioned a fundraiser through Bush Gardens, where students can volunteer to work for 21 days and earn money for their organization.

Andre (Member) expressed concern about GSA not having a budget which falls under student activities.  It was further mentioned that money is being allocated but not being received by the GSA. The President spoke about a budget presently being negotiated.  President mentioned possible membership dues as an idea (with a $10 per year minimum) to cover expenses, such as supplies, food, and drinks for GSA meetings, if budget is not attained.
President attended last year’s National Black Graduate Student Association (NBGSA) conference as NSU Graduate Student Representative with former president.  Both spoke of the benefits and agenda.  Conference was inspiring, uplifting and motivating.  The conference was a great opportunity to network and meet with other graduate students.  President recommended attendance, and submitting of research abstracts if possible of members this year.  The conference will be held in Las Vegas in March of 2006.
Tavis Smiley will be on campus Friday, 9/19.  Students will need letters of confirmation in order to attend.

A position as a Graduate Assistant (GA) is available for 1 male student, offering room & board and $10,000.
Open Discussion:

Henry (member) made contacts with a radio station for a donut fundraiser where monies will be donated on behalf of Hurricane Katrina victims presently at NSU as students.

President proposed a committee head for clothing/shoe donation to the Salvation Army.  

It was reported by member that student activities collected money for displaced students of Hurricane Katrina

Zenora (member) spoke of 14 hurricane victim students coming to Norfolk State; where $50,000 will be given for their care.  Donations for providing these students with coats and text books need to be started.  This could be a collaborative effort of activities and fundraisers with members and the executive board.

A motion was proposed and seconded, making Henry the official Hurricane Katrina Fundraiser Committee Head.

President reminded GSA members that GSA meetings are scheduled for 1st Fridays of each month from 6pm-7pm 

There being no further business, motion was proposed, seconded and unanimously passed to close and adjourn the meeting at 7:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rashida Hutson,
Secretary,GSA
