NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE COMMITTEE MINUTES

April 21, 2009       12:30 p.m.

Minutes transcribed from audio tape recording

Members Present

Alexander, William H.
Arroyo, Andrew T.

Baxter-Cook sub Coleman
Connell, Judith S.
Cooley, Joy A.
Drew, Damani J
Earl, Archie W.

Fairfax, Colita N.
Giboney-Williams, Oberett

Golembiewski, Walter

Humphries, Thorna
McClain, Aliecia

Mills-Parker, Glendola

St. Rose, Marie
Thomas, Ronald
Wall, Curtiss E.
Members Absent:
Abbasi, Sami

Ahmad, Aftab

Basappa, Prathap

Blakely, Curtis

Epplein, Lawrence E.
Eule, Edward E.

Falls, Ira W.
Jackson, Cathy M.

Meshesha, Aberra W.
Okafo, Nonso
Okala, Chinedu G.

Okpodu, Camellia M.

Rouson, Leon

Salary, Leroy
Yanisko, Mary
Zemedkun, Wold

Agenda

1. Opening

Dr. Curtiss Wall called the meeting to order.
2. Treasurer’s Report
Dr. Colita Fairfax gave the treasurer’s report. She said that the balance in our account was $5741.44 on April 21, 2009.
3. Secretaries Report
The secretary minutes from the March 17 meeting were accepted as present.
4. Presidential Report 
Dr. Wall reported on his presentation to the Board of Visitors on March 20. His report consisted of five items. Some matters on academic freedom were taken care of very quickly by the President and Provost. He reported to the board that the faculty was in support of the Provost five point plan and some of the changes to the handbook reflected that support. He told the board that issues of equity and salaries were still unresolved and that no plan existed to take care of that issue. There was concern of secrecy of the electronic form used by faculty to evaluate administrators. He told the board that the faculty had completed the handbook and had turned the results over to the administration. It is under review by the administration and further negotiations with the faculty committee.
Dr. Wall reported that as President of the faculty, he can not attend all the university committee meetings. More faculty must volunteer and perform that service for the university. He reminded us that you do not have to be a member of the faculty senate to be on university committees.

A discussion ensued about meetings that are scheduled after the graduation date. Some faculty expressed an opinion that it would set a precedence that our 9 month contract would be extended. Some deans were unable to articulate the purpose for the meetings. Others said that retention would be the main focus. A senator suggested that retention should be addressed at the beginning of the academic year not at the end. Another senator said that often better faculty advising is touted as the panacea for student retention, when in fact most students leave for financial and family issues. Other senators stated that other Virginia Universities do not require faculty to attend meetings after they turn in grades. Many faculty had already scheduled time to file mandatory reports and professional activities during the week after graduation. Other issues were enumerated and a motion was made to go on record of opposing meetings after graduation. The motion was carried by a vote 8 to 7.
5. Adjourn

There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded.
