NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE COMMITTEE MINUTES

January 27, 2009       12:30 p.m.
Members Present: Abbasi, Sami; Ahmad, Aftab; Alexander, William H.; Arroyo, Andrew T.; Basappa, Prathap; Baxter-Cooke, Cynthia; Briggs, Paula C.; Connell, Judith S.; Cooley, Joy A.; Drew, Damani J.; Earl, Archie W.; Eule, Edward E.; Fairfax, Colita N.; Giboney-Williams, Obertta P.; Golembiewski, Walter; Humphries, Thorna; McClain, Aliecia; Mills-Parker, Glendola;  Okala, Chinedu G.; Okpodu, Camellia M; Rouson, Leon; Salary, Leroy; St. Rose, Marie; Thomas, Ronald; Wall, Curtiss E.; Yanisko, Mary; Zemedkun, Wold
Members Absent Excused:  Ahmad, Aftab
Members Absent:  Blakely, Curtis; Lawrence Epplein; Falls, Ira; Meshesha, Aberra; Okafo, Nonso; Panigrahi, Bhagaban
Visitors:  Johnson, Vauglin
Agenda

1. Opening

Curtiss Wall called the meeting to order He welcomed new senators and reviewed the duties of senators to inform their departmental faculty of issues we discuss at our meetings. He also asked that they bring forth issues that are of importance to faculty members.

2. The Secretary’s Report

Several copies of the Minutes of the December meeting were distributed. A motion was made to accept the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded and approved without changes.
3. The Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer reported that the balance in our account was $5440.88. Dr. Wall requested that we ask for someone who can do an audit of our account with the bank.
4. Presidential Report 
a. Curtiss Wall has asked that Dr. Alexander serve as the parliamentarian for the Faculty Senate.
b. Dr Wall mentioned that the senate (current and last year senators) has been invited to meet informally at the President’s residence on Thursday January 29. He stated that we should all try to attend to show our support. Dr. Myers has always looked for input from the Faculty on all issue. She needs to know that we appreciate her efforts. 
c. Dr Wall informed the faculty that the Provost is planning another meeting with the senate. We will announce the date and location as soon as we find out from the Provost. Dr. Wall called for the secretary to send out the notice.
d. Dr. Wall asked that senators email directly to him new items for future agenda.
e. Questions arose from the floor about the status of the Faculty Handbook. Dr. Wall stated that the handbook as presented and voted on at the last senate meeting in December had not yet been sent to the provost. The handbook will not change until voted upon by the board of visitors. Some changes will be quickly made, others will be negotiated.

f. A discussion of the inequities of faculty salaries ensued. A motion to table the discussion was made and seconded 13 Yea to 7 Nah. 
5. Other Issues
a. Dr. Marie St.Rose from the university curriculum committee requested the senate solicit views from all faculty to change the grading system and eliminate the + or- in grades. All opinions /rational on this idea be sent to direct to Dr. St.Rose.
b. Dr. Wall requested a committee be form to review faculty submitted cost saving ideas and make feasible recommendations to the administration. However, as time was running out, a motion to adjourn was made and carried.
c. Finally a form to collect Faculty dues was passed out by Dr. Colita Fairfax to all senators.
6. Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was closed.
