NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITY

CALLED FACULTY SENATE COMMITTEE MINUTES

December 2, 2008, 2008, 12:30 p.m.

Members Present: Ronald Thomas (President), Cassandra Newby-Alexander (Secretary),

Curtiss Wall (Past President), Cynthia Baxter-Cooke, Curtis Blakely, Paula Briggs, Judith

Connell, Archie Earl, Colita Fairfax, Walter Golembiewski, Joseph C. Hall, Leroy Hamilton,

Thorna Humphries, Adem Ibrahim, Tabmitha Jervey, Linda Johnson, Aberra Meshesha,

Glendola Mills-Parker, Nonso Okafo, Bhagaban Panigraphi, Marie St. Rose, Wold Zemedkun

Members Absent: Andrew Arroyo, Boyd Coan, Lawrence Epplein, Oberetta Giboney-Williams

(Treasurer), Chinedu Okala, Leon Rouson, Leroy Salary, Mary Yanisko,

Agenda

1. Opening

a. Ronald Thomas called the meeting to order as president in light of the resignation

of Joseph Hall as president

2. Approval of the Minutes of November meeting

a. Motion was made and the minutes of November were seconded and approved

with changes

3. Nominations Committee Report

a. Walter Golembieski, chair of the committee, gave a report of those who were

nominated for officer positions:

i. 1 nomination for president (Curtiss Wall); two others declined (Nonso

Okafo and Ronald Thomas)

ii. 2 nominations for vice president (Archie Earl and Wold Zemedkun)

iii. 1 floor nomination for secretary Ira Falls), and

iv. 1 nomination for treasurer Colita Fairfax)

b. Wold Zemedkun recommended that Senate officers should be tenured faculty

c. In the discussion, Ira Falls accepted the nomination as secretary

d. Adem Ibrahim requested that the two nominees for the vice presidency explain

what differentiates one from the other, in terms of policy.

i. Zemedkun indicated that he has extensive experience working with the

Senate for 20 years and as the president of the AAUP branch at NSU. He

said he has a singular focus: serving the faculty and enhancing the

strength of the faculty

ii. Earl said that he would work with all entities at NSU to improve the

university and the work toward those initiatives

e. Nonso Okafo asked that the person nominated for the presidency (Curtiss Wall)

should explain what he plans to do for the faculty and the Faculty Senate

i. Wall said that he believes that the Senate should work to promote the

interests of faculty. As a past senate president, he has stood up for the

rights of faculty and would continue to work in that direction. He noted

that the university is in crisis and will work to resolve and address those

issues in a positive manner. Wall added that he believes that the Senate

acts as a check and balance to the administration. He added that as a fulltenured

professor at the age of 66, he has no interests in accepting an

administrative position at NSU. Wall said that no undo influence can be

brought to bear on him by the administration.

f. Report of the Election presented by the Nominations Committee headed by

Walter Golembieski:

President – Curtiss Wall

Vice President – Archie Earl

Secretary – Ira Fall [overturned by Executive Committee the next day once it was

clarified by the Senate Secretary that Dr. Falls was not a faculty senator and

therefore ineligible]

Treasurer – Colita Fairfax

4. Report of the Handbook Amendment Committee

a. Curtiss Wall, chair of the committee, said that some controversy emerged once

the Amendments were disseminated to faculty.

b. Wall said that he has gotten a number of emails from faculty to consider the

proposed amendments. He reminded the Senate voted to move forward with the

Amendments. Wall also noted that comments included the issue of multi-year

contracts.

c. Discussion ensued about the Faculty Handbook Amendments, including

clarification about the Brockport Model, the multi-year position, and the

evaluation process.

d. Recommendations were made to hold a special called meeting to vote on the

Faculty Handbook Amendments

e. A motion was made to vote on the Amendments individually in a special called

meeting next week. Motion was carried by majority vote.

5. Adjourn

a. There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn.
