NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE COMMITTEE MINUTES

November 18, 2008, 2008, 12:30 p.m.
Members Present:  Joseph C. Hall (President), Ronald Thomas (Vice President), Cassandra Newby-Alexander (Secretary), Oberetta Giboney-Williams (Treasurer), Curtiss Wall (Past President), Andrew Arroyo, Cynthia Baxter-Cooke, Curtis Blakely, Paula Briggs, Boyd Coan, Judith Connell, Archie Earl, Walter Golembiewski, Thorna Humphries, Adem Ibrahim, Tabmitha Jervey, Aberra Meshesha, Glendola Mills-Parker, Nonso Okafo, Bhagaban Panigraphi, Marie St. Rose, Leroy Salary, Mary Yanisko, Wold Zemedkun 
Members Absent Excused:  Colita Fairfax, Leon Rouson
Members Absent:  Lawrence Epplein, Leroy Hamilton, Linda Johnson, Chinedu Okala, Bernice Sawyer-Watson
Visitors:  Alicia McClain
Agenda

1. Opening
a. Joseph Hall called the meeting to order 
2. The Treasurer’s Report

a. Oberetta Giboney-Williams apologized for not bringing the treasurer’s report but indicated that she will send the report to the Senate secretary who will distribute it to the Faculty Senators.  She did indicate that the Senate gained 7 new members.

3. Approval of the Minutes of October meeting

a. Motion was made and the minutes of October were seconded and approved with changes
4. Presidential Report 
a. Joe Hall explained how he was asked to assume the position of the Vice President for Research with the departure of Adebisi Oladipupo

b. Hall mentioned that he asked for volunteers and expressed concern about where he saw the administration’s direction and the lack of response from them on key issues.
c. Hall informed the faculty that there were some concerns with violations by the administration of the Handbook.  For example, the Search Committee for the Dean of Liberal Arts was in violation of the Handbook.
d. Hall said that the Senate will have a called meeting shortly to elect new officers.  Cassandra Newby-Alexander said that she has received 3 nominations:  only 1 was eligible while 2 were not because they were going out of the Senate

e. Nonso Okafo suggested that the Senate needs to amend the By-Laws to restrict officers from accepting any administrative positions.  There were others who voiced concerns about Senate officers taking administrative positions giving the impression of a conflict of interest.  Suggestions were made that amendments to the Senate Constitution be made to restrict officers from taking administrative positions while serving as Senators.  Curtiss Wall suggested that a Constitution committee be reconstituted to address these concerns.

f. Hall said that the reason he informed the Senate and the University President his intent not to seek re-election was because of the myriad of problems he had to deal with because of the decision by the administration to keep the “old guard.”
5. Handbook Amendment Committee Update
a. Curtiss Wall, chair of the committee, disseminated the outcome of the surveys conducted by the Handbook Committee about issues that were being addressed in the recommended Amendments
b. Wall said that the Handbook Amendment Committee was awaiting the survey data to be analyzed before moving forward with their recommendations.
c. Curtiss said that although one faculty member complained that the survey wasn’t posted long enough during the Provost’s Retreat, although he wanted to see if that was the concern of the Senate.
d. Discussion ensued over whether to send the survey and a copy of the Handbook Amendments or posted it on the web.  Hall suggested that it be sent to the entire faculty as an attachment.  The majority of the Senators stated that they wanted the Amendments sent to all faculty members with the changes in red.  Wall also said that the Committee will meet this week to work out any remaining changes.
e. Mary Yanisko said that there are faculty members in her school who are unaware of what the Teacher-Scholar model is, so they were confused about how to answer some of the questions in the survey.  Newby-Alexander responded that a form of the Teacher-Scholar model has been in the Faculty Handbook since 1982.  Moreover, it was disseminated to faculty members by their deans and department chairs and was discussed by the Provost at the opening session.  
f. Hall added that a special evaluation committee of the Senate suggested the Brockport model as a guide for departments to lay out clear standards.  It was that model that the BOV adopted in September 2008.
6. Other Issues
a. Hall asked for volunteers were accepted for the Nominations Committee.  They included Curtis Blakey, Walter Golembiewski (chair), Glendola Mills-Parker, and Cassandra Newby-Alexander
b. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 2, 2008 to elect new officers and to discuss the Amendments to the Handbook
7. Adjourn

a. There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn. 
