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Course Description

The objective of this course is to provide you, the novice teacher, the knowledge
for social studies teaching and learning in the elementary school. Though not exclusive,
topics covered will include the what and why of social studies; assessing student
learning; planning units, lessons, and activities; effective instructional strategies; and
knowledge of social studies content. The course will include a focus on technology
integration, the Virginia Standards of Learning, the Virginia teaching standards and the
standards proposed by the Association of Childhood Education International, the
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education, and the National Council
for Social Studies.

Course Rationale

This is a required course on the upper junior or senior level after being admitted
to teacher education. The course covers required standards as specified by several
professional organizations: the Association of Childhood Education International, the
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education, and the National Council
for Social Studies.

Course Prerequisite

Admission to Teacher Education

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:

1. State the goals for social studies education. (ACEI 2; NCATE 1)

2. Identify the curriculum, scope, and trends for social studies education at the
elementary level. (ACEI 2A; NCATE 1, VAEC)

3. Todiscuss a variety of research-based teaching strategies. (ACEI 5B;NCATE 1)

4. To create and implement appropriate integrated social studies units and lesson
plans for the elementary aged student incorporating NCSS themes, content
standards, effective instructional methodologies, technology, values education,
and critical thinking skills. (ACEI 3A; NCATE 1,3; VTS 1)

5. To list several assessment strategies and develop one to be used by an elementary
aged class. (ACEI 4; NCATE 1)

6. To develop a knowledge base for social studies content. (ACEI-2A; NCATE 1)



Primary Methods of Instruction

Lecture, discussion, groupwork, fieldwork, in-class demonstrations and modeling,
and simulated micro teaching lessons will be used.

Required Text and Supplementary Readings

Duplass, James A. Teaching Elementary Social Studies: What Every Teacher Should
Know. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.

Additional Resources

Banks, James A. and Banks, Cherry A. McGee. Multicultural Education: Issues and
Perspectives, Fifth Edition. New Jersey: John Wiley and Sons, 2005.

Edwards, Barbara and Queen, J. Allen. Using Multicultural Literature to Teach K-4
Social Studies: A Thematic Approach. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2002.

Morin, JoyAnn Hauge. Social Studies Instruction Incorporating the Language Arts.
Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2003.

http://education.college.hmco.com/student
http://www.ncss.org
http://ericir.syr.edu/Eric/adv_search.html
http://.socialstudies.org/standards/positions/young.html

Course Requirements/Academic Integrity

1. Attend all scheduled class sessions and participate in class discussions. The class
does adhere to the university policy regarding attendance.

2. Complete all assignments listed on the assignments page in the syllabus. Late
assignments will only be accepted with at least a three day notice and prior
approval by the instructor.

3. Plagarism will not be tolerated. Please refer the the NSU Catalog and Student
Handbook regarding the policy on student conduct, plagiarism, integrity, and the
honor code.

4. Have access to a reliable computer for transmitting documents, emailing,

developing PowerPoint. CD, and web presentations.

Have a NSU email address and follow NSU’s email policy.

Please turn off all cellular telephones and other electronic devices during class.

7. Complete all assigned readings and be prepared for a quiz at any time.
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Undergraduate Grading Scale

Grade
Point

Letter
Grade

%
Range

Criteria

4.00

A

100-98

Superior performance on all course activities and examinations according
to rubrics and tests scores. Superior demonstration of knowledge, skills
and dispositions.  Superior oral and written communication skills.
Exemplary performance in participation, initiative and creativity.

3.70

97-95

Outstanding performance on all course activities and examinations
according to rubrics and tests scores. Outstanding demonstration of
knowledge, skills and dispositions.  Outstanding oral and written
communication skills.  Outstanding performance in participation,
initiative and creativity.

3.30

B+

94-88

Good performance on all course activities and examinations according to
rubrics and tests scores. Good demonstration of knowledge, skills and
dispositions. Good oral and written communications skills. Good
performance in participation, initiative and creativity.

3.00

87-85

Good performance on most course activities and examinations according
to rubrics and tests scores. Good demonstration of knowledge, skills and
dispositions. Good oral and written communication skills.  Good
performance in participation, initiative and creativity.

2.70

84-80

Good performance on some of the course activities and examinations
according to rubrics and tests scores. Good demonstration of knowledge,
skills and dispositions. Good oral and written communication skills.
Average performance in participation, initiative and creativity.

2.30

C+

79-78

Average performance on all course activities and examinations according
to rubrics and test scores. Average demonstration of knowledge, skills
and dispositions. Average oral and written communication skills. Some
performance in participation, initiative and creativity.

2.00

77-75

Average performance on most course activities and examinations
according to rubrics and tests scores. Average demonstration of
knowledge, skills and dispositions.  Average oral and written
communication skills.

1.70

74-70

Average performance on some course activities and examinations
according to rubrics and tests scores. Average demonstration of
knowledge, skills and dispositions.  Average oral and written
communication skills. Requires repeating the course.

1.30

D+

69-68

Below average performance on some course activities and examinations
according to rubrics and tests scores. Average demonstration of
knowledge, skills and dispositions.  Average oral and written
communication skills. Requires repeating the course.

1.00

67-65

Below average on most course activities and examinations according to
rubrics and tests scores. Below average demonstration of knowledge,
skills and dispositions. Below average oral and written communication
skills. Requires repeating the course.

0.70

64-60

Below average on all course activities and examinations according to
rubrics and test scores. Below average demonstration of knowledge,
skills and dispositions. Below average oral and written communication
skills. Requires repeating the course.

0.00

59 and
below

Failed performance on course activities and examinations according to
rubrics and test scores. Failed performance of knowledge skills and
dispositions. Requires repeating the course.




Graduate Grading Scale

Grade
Point

Letter
Grade

%
Range

Criteria

4.00

100-98

Superior performance on all course activities and examinations according to rubrics
and tests scores. Superior demonstration of knowledge, skills and dispositions.
Superior oral and written communication skills.  Exemplary performance in
participation, initiative and creativity.

3.70

97-95

Outstanding performance on all course activities and examinations according to
rubrics and tests scores. Outstanding demonstration of knowledge, skills and
dispositions.  Outstanding oral and written communication skills. Outstanding
performance in participation, initiative and creativity.

3.30

B+

94-88

Good performance on all course activities and examinations according to rubrics
and tests scores. Good demonstration of knowledge, skills and dispositions. Good
oral and written communications skills. Good performance in participation, initiative
and creativity.

3.00

87-80

Good performance on most course activities and examinations according to rubrics
and tests scores. Good demonstration of knowledge, skills and dispositions. Good
oral and written communication skills. Good performance in participation, initiative
and creativity.

2.70

79 and
Below

Failed performance on course activities and examinations according to rubrics and
tests scores. Failed demonstration of knowledge, skills and dispositions. Below
average oral and written communication skills. Below average performance in
participation, initiative and creativity. Requires repeating the course.

Evaluation Methods and Assignment Weights

Undergraduate

In class activities

Tests and Examinations
Project and Demonstration = 20%
Instructional Strategies

Field Based Activities

Bulletin Board/Diorama

Total

Graduate
=15% In class activities =20%
=15% Tests and Examinations =10%
Project and Demonstration  =25%
=20% Research Project =25%
=15% Field Based Activities =10%
=15% Bulletin Board/Diorama =10%
100% 100%

The instructor reserves the right to revise grading criteria as appropriate and will make
reasonable attempts to notify students as time permits.




Related University-Wide Course Specific Requirements

Writing

Information Technology Literacy

Oral Communication

Critical Thinking

Field Based Activities/Community Service

Tentative* Course Outline

Textbook

Topic Assignment
Introduction to the Course Unit 1
The What and Why of Social Studies Unitl, 3
Assessing Student Learning Unit 8
Planning Units, Lessons, Activities/Quiz #1 Unit 5
Teaching Strategies and Tools Unit 6,7
Midterm Examination or Project
Spring Break
Literacy and Social Studies Unit 4
Citizen Education and Democratic Values Unit 2
History, Geography, and Social Studies Unit 3

Quiz #2
Maps, Globes, Time Lines, and Graphics Unit 4

Demonstrations

Final Examination/Project/Assignment



*Instructor reserves the right to modify course outline based upon
circumstances and/or student needs.

Assignment Sheet

1. Undergraduates. During the course of the semester, there will be
several in class activities identified by the instructor in which you will
be required to participate and submit written material to be evaluated.
These will be due on the designated class session. Graduate students
will lead the activities. Additional information will be given in class.

2. Undergraduates. You are to review journals, textbooks, the Internet
covering the up-to-date research on social studies instruction. Include
this documentation to support your Activity Bank. You are to collect
2 instructional strategies for each grade level. Placeon 8 %2 x 11
paper with a brief critique and your references listed on the bottom.
Additional information will be given in class. Sixteen strategies are to
be submitted for grades PK-6. Your strategies should correspond to
the Virginia SOLs for Social Studies. Download the VA SOLs from
the Virginia Department of Education’s website for your reference
and bring to class each session. Due February 8, 2007.

Graduates. You are to complete a research project identifying at
least five instructional strategies that work in social studies.
Document your work using the APA style. Be prepared to discuss
your findings with examples in class via a PowerPoint presentation.
Due February 22, 2007.

3. Undergraduates. You are to plan a one week integrated unit on a
social studies theme of your choice incorporating five lessons.
Throughout the unit the SOLS and the integration of skills such as
reading, language arts, critical thinking and technology should be
evident. This project is due April 12, 2007. A demonstration of one
of the lessons will be on April 19, 2007. Additional information and a
handout regarding the specific requirements for this assignment will
be shared in class.



Graduates. You are to plan a three week integrated unit on a social
studies theme and grade of your choice. In addition to the above
requirements your lessons must reflect one of the lesson plan models:
task analysis, content analysis, advance organizer, etc. Additional
requirements will be discussed in class. This project is due April 12,
2007. A demonstration of one of the lessons will be due April 19,
2007.

4. Working in groups, you are to develop an interactive and instructional
bulletin board and a diorama associated with your unit. This is due
March 22, 2007.

5. You are to complete 20 hours of observation in a K-6 classroom
observing social studies instruction. K-6 work samples are to be
submitted. Final documentation is due April 27, 2007. You are not
to locate your own placement. You will have to be placed through the
Center for Professional Development.

University Assessment Statement

As part of NSU’s commitment to provide the environment and resources
needed for success, students may be required to participate in a number
of university-wide assessment activities. The activities may include tests,
surveys, focus groups and interviews, and portfolio reviews. The
primary purpose of the assessment activities is to determine the extent to
which the university’s programs and services maintain a high level of
quality and meet the needs of students. Students will not be identified in
the analysis of results. Unless indicated otherwise by the instructor,
results from University assessment activities will not be computed in
student grades.

ADA Statement
If you have or suspect you have a disability, please contact Ms. Marian

Shepherd, Disability Services Coordinator, in room 240 in Lyman
Beecher Brooks Library, or by telephone 823-2014.
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