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Dr. Camellia Moses Okpodu, Professor and former Chair of Biology at Norfolk State University (NSU), is the new director of the NSU Intelligence Community Center for Academic Excellence (IC-CAE).  Dr. Okpodu joined NSU in August 2003 as the chair of the biology department.   Under her leadership, the department developed both a mission and vision statement that is focused on student experiential learning. Dr. Okpodu has a Ph.D. in Plant Physiology and a minor in Biochemistry from North Carolina State University (Raleigh, NC).

Before joining NSU, Dr. Okpodu was the Marshall Rauch Distinguished Professor of Biology at Elizabeth City State University (Elizabeth City, North Carolina).  She has more than nine years of experience as an administrator and over 12 years of experience as both a program director and a research scientist.  She has served as a project director on a number of research initiatives involving both high school and undergraduate students.  Her career has included directorship of many different types of STEM education projects funded by NASA, NIH, NRO and NSF.  Dr. Okpodu has served as an educational consultant to governmental agencies, private foundations, public school divisions, and institutions of higher learning.  

Dr. Okpodu is an effective administrator and researcher.  Since joining Norfolk State University, she has worked tirelessly to improve opportunities for students.  Dr. Okpodu has continued to strengthen STEM undergraduate education and research opportunities for minority and underrepresented students.  The extent of her commitment is best summarized in some of the goals listed below for programs that she has either directly or indirectly developed and/or nurtured during her tenure at Norfolk State University.  Her goals have been to:

· Increase graduation rates;

· Revise curricula and develop new programs options;

· Provide experiential learning experiences for undergraduates where students develop independent research and critical analysis skills; and

· Provide financial support for students and faculty by procurements of external grants.

As the newly appointed director of the IC-CAE, she will continue to uphold the high standards established for the program by the previous Director, Dr. Arlene P. Maclin.  It was Dr. Maclin’s vision to “globalize the curriculum for STEM majors” and Dr. Okpodu will provide the leadership to make Dr. Maclin’s dream a reality for all NSU majors.  Dr. Okpodu believes that intelligence is “America’s global advantage” and that the NSU IC-CAE must continue to prepare its students to compete in the global marketplace.
